BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF SCOTLAND

Standards of Conduct for
Clergy and Religious
2.2.1 Bishops, priests, deacons, religious sisters and brothers arecalled
by virtue of their consecration to God to live exemplary Christian lives in
all theirconduct.The public and private conductof clergyandreligiouscan
inspire and motivate people onthe pathto holiness. Atall timesandinall
places, clergyand religious should be aware oftheir responsibilityto offer
the bestexample ofpersonalsanctity andmoralcommitmentand,intheir
pastoral ministry, to observe safe conduct and to show care for all, in

particular children and vulnerable adults.

2.2.2 Clergyandreligious are privileged in the trust they receive, aswell
asinthe accesstheyaregiveninto people’slives, —often whenpeopleare
most vulnerable, such as at times of bereavement. With this immense
privilege comestheresponsibilitytoconducttheirministrysensitivelyand
carefully by:

+ respecting the dignity of each person as someone madein the image
and likeness of God;

+ protectingand safeguarding the sacred value of human life;

+ communicating carefully.

2.2.3 Respect for human dignity can be shown by clergy and religious in
the following ways:

+treatingall people with respect;

+ upholding the dignity, safety and wellbeing of all children and
vulnerable adults; +being conscious of the status entrustedto clergy and
religious and refraining from abuse of any such authority;
+recognisingthe imbalance of ‘power’ in relationships with others,
particularly with children and vulnerable adults;

+ maintaining boundaries (physical, sexual,emotionaland psychological)
appropriate to relationships with othersin the exercise of pastoral
ministry;

+avoidingin words and actions any suggestion thatemotional or sexual
intimacy is being sought orinitiated;

+avoidingany perception that affection is being coerced;

+ avoiding any manifestation of personal favouritism;

+ not usingalcohol or drugs while on duty supervising children or
vulnerable adults.




2.2.4 Clergyandreligious can protect and safeguard the lives ofchildren
andvulnerable adults in these particular ways:
+recalling the experiences ofthose who have experienced abuse and
praying for healing for them and their families;
+ observingthe safeguarding policy of the Catholic Church in Scotland,
complying with the established safeguarding standards, norms and
procedures;
+ensuringthat a suitable PSC (or religious equivalent)is appointed and
trained;
+ participatingin ongoing safeguardingtraining;
+ maintaining knowledge of good safeguarding practice and promoting
this within the parish/religious community;
+ developingan understanding of the causes and signs ofabuse in
children and vulnerable adults;
+ following the required reporting procedures when concerns or
allegations aredisclosed;
+ providing sacramental ministry to children and vulnerable adultsin
ways that are safe;
+ beingin an observable space with a child or vulnerableadult where
possible;
+ collaborating with laypeople who are trained in safeguarding;
+ not providing alcohol, or tobacco to a child;
+ not providing alcohol or tobacco to a vulnerable adult who requires the
consent ofa responsible person.
2.2.5 As the language used by clergy and religious can be used in
particularlycritical settings,itisincumbentonallreligiousandclergytobe
sensitive and careful when communicating orally, in writing, and when
using social media:
+ensuringthat personal interaction is always respectful and appropriate;
+treating everyone fairly and without prejudice;
+ avoiding the use of sarcasm or disparaging remarks;
+ avoidingany words or actions that could be interpreted as harassment,
bullying, coercive or threatening conduct;
+attemptingto resolve any disagreements that arise asexpediently as
possible;
+ being prudentin the use of social media.
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